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Prince Henry’s Grammar School 

 

English Department Literacy Support Tasks - Booklet 2 

 

Literacy is really important to all your subjects and anything you want to do in 

life.  

It might take effort and hard work to learn good handwriting, good spelling 

(using dictionaries to help you!) and good punctuation & paragraphing, but it’s 

a skill to be proud of – and we will give you all the help you need to get there. 

Good luck! 
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1) Vocabulary: Dictionary Use 

 

• One way to expand your vocabulary is to choose a WORD OF THE WEEK, each week. 

• This means that you choose a word at the beginning of the week that you are going to 

try and use as often as possible during the week. Amaze and amuse your friends and 

family by using your chosen word in lots of surprising situations. Impress your teachers 

with what you say and write. 

• Use a dictionary or dictionary.com and a thesaurus to find a word that is new to you but 

will be useful and impressive. No swear words! 

• Once you have your word, make sure that you know what the word means and how it is 

used. 

• Make sure that understand how to read a dictionary definition. Here is the definition for 

the word ‘abate’: 

 
a-bate - [uh-beyt] verb, a-bat-ed, a-bat-ing. 
-verb (used with object) 

1. to reduce in amount, degree, intensity, etc.; lessen; diminish: to abate a tax; to 

abate one’s enthusiasm. 

2. Law. 

a. to put an end to or suppress (a nuisance). 

b. to suspend or extinguish (an action). 

c. to annul (a writ). 

3. to deduct or subtract: to abate part of the cost. 

4. to omit: to abate all mention of names. 

5. to remove, as in stone carving, or hammer down, as in metalwork, (a portion of a 

surface) in order to produce a figure or pattern in low relief. 

-verb (used without object) 

6. to diminish in intensity, violence, amount, etc.: The storm has abated. The pain in 
his shoulder finally abated. 

7. Law. to end; become null and void. 

[Origin: 1300-50; ME < MF abatre to beat down, equiv. to a- + batre < LL batere for 
L battuere to beat; a- perh. ] 

• Firstly, we have the headword: abate. That’s what we’re defining here. The next thing 

that you see is a guide to how to say the word: ‘uh-beyt’. Then there are some variations 

of the word with alternative endings - ‘abated, abating’. 

• Next the definition tells you which part of speech this word fits. ‘Abate’ is a ‘verb’ - a 

word that conveys an action or a state of being. It is important that you know what part 

of speech the word fits, otherwise you won’t know how to use it in a sentence. 

• This definition offers two types of verb - one that takes an object and one that does not 

take an object - which means that it can be used with a word following it or on its own. 

You get some useful examples of how the word is used. This will be helpful. 

 

TASK: Pick your first word of the week and learn what it means! 
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2) Vocabulary: Subjects 

 

• Here’s a list of some key words for each subject in school. Try 

to learn the meanings, the usage and the spellings of these words. 

 

 
TASK: Pick a word from each subject area (11 in total), and write it in your books along with a definition.  

Go for words you don’t understand, or have trouble spelling. 

• Art 
   

abstract  

collage 

crosshatch easel frieze 

illusion  

landscape 

perspective spectrum 
 

• D and T 
   

Aesthetic 

component 

disassemble fibre hygiene 

knife/knives  

manufacture 

nutrition presentation recipe 

technology  

vitamin 

   

• Drama 
   

Applause 

curtain 

entrance improvise movement 

Position 

Scene 

Scenario 

spotlight 

  

• Geography 
   

Abroad 

authority 

country employment function 

Infrastructure 

latitude 

nation/national poverty rural 

Tourist 

tourism  

wealth 

   

• History 
   

Agriculture 

cathedral 

citizen conflict current 

Document 

emigration 

imperial motive priest 

Rebellion 

republic 

source 
  

• ICT 
   

Binary 

cable 

computer database document 

Hardware 

interactive 

justify memory monitor 

Output 

Processor 

 

 

sensor spreadsheet 
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• Mathematics 
   

Addition 

angle 

average centimetre co-ordinate 

Denominator 

division 

equation guess kilogram 

Measure 

Multiplication 

numerator 

perpendicular questionnaire 

Recurring 

rhombus 

subtraction tonne volume 

• Music 
   

Choir 

composition 

harmony lyric minim 

Octave 

percussion 

rhythm semibreve tempo 

triad 
   

• PE 
   

Activity 

athletic 

field injury mobility 

Pitch 

relay 

tournament 
  

• RE 
   

Baptism 

burial 

Christian creation funeral 

Immoral 

Judaism 

morality pilgrimage prophet 

Sign 

spiritual 

temple 
  

• Science 
   

Absorb 

amphibian 

circulation cycle evaporation 

Frequency 

growth 

laboratory method oxygen 
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3) Vocabulary: Multiple Choice 

 

 

5. ebullient 

a. A male cow 

b. A high energy drink 

c. Overflowing with enthusiasm 

d. A type of email 

• Learn and use the words below. 

• Select the correct meaning from the choices. 

• Check your answer in a dictionary or at dictionary.com. 

• Write a sentence for each word, using it correctly. 

1. abate 

a. To hate someone 

b. To have eaten something 

c. Another word for a bear 

d. To reduce in amount or intensity 

 

2. abhor 

a. To be bored 

b. To feel amazed 

c. To hate something very much. 

d. To make a hole in something 

 

3. cacophony 

a. A fake 

b. A fizzy drink 

c. A loud, unpleasant noise 

d. A type of cake 

 

4. defer 

a. To postpone 

b. To be different 

c. To not hear 

d. To cut fur off 

 

6. facsimile 

a. A copy of something 

b. A fact 

c. A mobile phone card 

d. A dream 

 

7.grace 

a. A colour 

b. How sheep eat 

c. A small scratch 

d. Beauty of movement 
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4) Vocabulary: Multiple Choice 

 

 

                5. loquacious 

a. Tasty 

b. Tending to talk a lot. 

c. Able to hold breath under water 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Learn and use the words below. 

• Select the correct meaning from the choices. 

• Check your answer in a dictionary or at dictionary.com. 

• Write a sentence for each word, using it correctly. 

1. hindrance 

a. A form of dance 

b. A thing that delays or obstructs 

c. A rare monkey 

 

2. insular 

a. Not open to outside influence 

b. Used to keep heat in houses 

c. A traditional South American greeting 

 

3. jubilation 

a. An illness of the stomach 

b. The Queen’s birthday 

c. A feeling of great happiness 

 

4. kleptomania 

a. An urge to steal 

b. An addiction to seaweed 

c. An urge to play Call of Duty 

 

      6. muster 

a. To search for mustard 

b. A person who demands a lot 

c. To gather people/things together 

 

7. nucleas 

a. A nuclear reactor 

b. Most important part of an object or group 

c. Phlegm 
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5) Vocabulary: Multiple Choice 

 

 

                5. sagacious 

a. A person who travels after retirement 

b. Having a nice smile 

c. Having good judgement or wisdom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Learn and use the words below. 

• Select the correct meaning from the choices. 

• Check your answer in a dictionary or at dictionary.com. 

• Write a sentence for each word, using it correctly. 

1. ostracize 

a. To make a bird flightless 

b. To exclude a person from a group 

c. To obtain Australian nationality 

 

2. paragon 

a. A person who is a perfect example of something 

b. A four-sided rectangle 

c. A person who freefall skydives 

 

3. quagmire 

a. A run down Pub 

b. A difficult or complicated situation 

c. A throat infection 

 

4. rehash 

a. A Middle Eastern greeting 

b. To reuse old ideas or materials 

c. A dish containing corned beef 

 

      6. temperamental 

a.Tending to change mood in an unreasonable way 

boa madness caused by heat 

c. A person who likes to holiday in Tampa 

 

7. uppity 

a. Self-important 

b.    Hilly area of landscape 

c.    An extreme form of sympathy 
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                12. zeitgeist 

a. The spirit of mood of a period of history 

b. A troublesome ghost 

c. A person with a wide vocabulary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. vivacious 

a. To be vicious 

b. Someone who uses French in conversation 

c. Attractively lively 

 

9. wit 

a. The capacity for inventive thought and quick understanding 

b. A Yorkshire dialect word for ‘with’ 

c. Width of a boat 

 

10. xenophobia 

a. A dislike of people from other countries 

b. A dislike of xylophones 

c. A dislike of Lancashire 

 

11. yokel 

a. A form of Alpine singing 

b. An unsophisticated country person 

c. A dish containing corned sweetcorn 
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6) Vocabulary: Everyday Use 

- TASK: Find the definitions for these words and write them out in your books. 

- Use a dictionary or dictionary.com to check the meaning. 

- Make sure that you understand how you use the word in a sentence. 

- Try out the word with family and friends. 

- Try putting the word into a piece of writing for any subject. 

- Next to each word is a clue about how you might use it, but you’ll still need to find 

out the precise definition. 

habitat - this is a useful word for describing places in which people of animals live. 

ichneumon - what a great word! You pronounce it “ick-new-mon”. It’s an animal. 

jubilant - a useful word for describing happy feelings. 

kestrel - a bird worth finding out about. Ever seen one? 

laborious - a good word to describe certain kinds of work. 

magnum opus - a Latin term that is used in English. 

nefarious - this word describes a type person or activity. 

obliterate - a strong word, useful for powerful writing. 

palatial - a good descriptive word that goes with a certain type of building. 

EXTENSION 

Write a story that uses all of the words in this list. 
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7) Vocabulary: Everyday Use 

- TASK: Find the definitions for these words and write them out in your books. 

- Use a dictionary or dictionary.com to check the meaning. 

- Make sure that you understand how you use the word in a sentence. 

- Try out the word with family and friends. 

- Try out the word into a piece of writing for any subject. 

- Next to each word is a clue about how you might use it, but you’ll still need to find 

out the precise definition. 

quench - a useful verb to describe a common activity. 

radiate - a verb that gives a strong, specific impression. 

sacred - a word that will be useful in RE. 

tenacious - a word that describes a certain type of attitude. 

ultimate - a word for extremes. 

valiant - a strong descriptive word. 

yearn - a powerful verb that conveys a particular feeling. 

zeal - a strong quality. 

EXTENSION 

Write a story that uses all of the words in this list. 
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8) VOCABULARY: Synonyms 

• A synonym is a word that is similar to another word, but slightly different (such as crying, 

 wailing, weeping, sobbing, etc). 

• Below are some words that tend to be over-used. 

• Find interesting alternatives for these words. 

 

1. said 

Try: bellowed, whispered  

What else? 

2. big 

Try: massive, huge  

What else? 

3. walked 

Try: marched, ambled  

What else? 

4. ran 

Try: rushed, hurtled  

What else? 

5. thought 

Try: considered, wondered  

What else? 

6. sad 

Try: melancholy, miserable  

What else? 

7. happy 

Try: joyful, merry  

What else? 

8. wanted 

Try: wished for, desired  

What else? 

9. ate 
Try: consumed, devoured  

What else? 

10. bored 
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9) VOCABULARY: Round Up 

 

TASK 

• Fill in the missing words in these sentences (write them out in your book). 

• The first two letters have been given for you, which should help you find them in a 

 dictionary. 

• Don’t worry if you can’t find them all! 

 

1. To shorten a word is to ab ______________ it. 

2. To put a complete stop to something is to ab _________ it. 

3. To avoid eating is to ab ________ . 

4. To achieve something is to ac ___________ it. 

5. To judge is to ad _________ . 

6. To make a mistake is to make a bl ________ . 

7. To be cruel and uncaring is to be ca _______ . 

8. To give up completely is to ca _______ . 

9. A formal presentation might be a ce _______ . 

10. To be secretive is to behave in a cl ___________ way. 

11. To be well-suited is to be co __________ . 

12. The voice in your head that tells you what is right is your co ______  

13. To confirm what someone else has said is to co _________ . 
 
EXTENSION 
 

• Try to write a story that uses all of the words that you had to find. 
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10) VOCABULARY: Round Up 

 

TASK 

• Fill in the missing words in these sentences (write them out in your book). 

• The first two letters have been given for you, which should help you find them in a 

 dictionary. 

Don’t worry if you can’t find them all! 

 

1. A casual or disconnected speech is de _____ . 

2. To persuade someone not to do something is to di __________ them. 

3. Lying or double dealing is du _______ . 

4. A strong word for hatred is en _____ . 

5. Special knowledge known only to a few is called es _________ . 

6. A person who explains or expounds a topic is known as an ex ____  

7. Faithfulness is known as fi ____ . 

8. Something that is frantic or frenzied is called fr _______ . 

9. Looking back on something that has already happened is called hi, 

10. To be poor is to be im _______ . 

 
EXTENSION: 

• Try to write a story that uses all of the words that you had to find. 
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11) VOCABULARY: Semantic Field 

 
A semantic field is an area of language. For example ‘farming’ could be a semantic field. It 
would include vocabulary such as: tractor, sheep, fence, plough, harvest, veterinary surgeon, 
till, hoe, etc. 

• TASK: Look at the general topics below, and try to list at least ten words that 

would go with that topic. 
• Use a thesaurus to expand your list. 
• Check the meaning of the words in a dictionary. 

• Follow up on chains of vocabulary, looking up more and more words in the thesaurus 

and so finding more words to look up. 
 

1. School 

Find words for: subjects; teachers; pupils; types of lesson; types of work; assessment; exams; 

displays; equipment; etc. 

2. Sport 

Find words for: different sports; players; moves and types of action; equipment; things a 

commentator would say; etc. 

3. Health 

Find words for: doctors, nurses, other professionals; illnesses; equipment; medicines; getting 

better; therapies; hospitals; surgeries; etc. 

4. The Theatre 

Find words for: plays; actors; other performers; audience; programmes; refreshments; 

sections of plays; equipment and props; reviews, opinions, responses; etc. 
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12) VOCABULARY: Semantic Field 

 
A semantic field is an area of language. For example ‘farming’ could be a semantic field. It 
would include vocabulary such as: tractor, sheep, fence, plough, harvest, veterinary surgeon, 
till, hoe, etc. 

• TASK: Look at the general topics below, and try to list at least ten words that 

would go with that topic. 
• Use a thesaurus to expand your list. 
• Check the meaning of the words in a dictionary. 

• Follow up on chains of vocabulary, looking up more and more words in the thesaurus 

and so finding more words to look up. 
• Write a paragraph about each topic, using as many of your words as you can. 

 

4. The countryside 

Find words for: animals; plants; trees; hills; rivers; lakes; rocks; walking; birds and bird 

watching; climbing; etc. 

5. The Media 

Find words for: films; television; radio; the internet; advertising; pop music; magazines; 

performers; technicians; etc. 

6. What else? 

Think of some of your own semantic fields and make vocabulary lists to go with them. 

 
EXTENSION 

• Divide your lists into two sections: those words that seem powerful, interesting 

and unusual; and those words that seem predictable and obvious. 

• Write sentences using the powerful, interesting and unusual words. 
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13) VOCABULARY: English Subject Words 

- Below are some words that you might need to use in your English work. 

- Look up each word in a dictionary to check its precise meaning. 

- Write a sentence for each word. 

- Try to use each word at least once in discussion or in writing in English this year. 

There are some clues about how you might use them. 

advertisement: you might create or analyse one in English 

alliteration: a poetic and rhetorical technique that makes writing powerful 

apostrophe: a helpful punctuation mark 

atmosphere: you might create this for a story 

chorus: a poem might have one; so might a Greek play  

clause: a key part of a sentence  

cliché: something to be avoided  

comma: a key punctuation mark  

comparison: a key technique in reading  

conjunction: an important type of word  

consonant: you’ll need these to make words  

dialogue: a way of adding life to a story; central to a play  
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14) VOCABULARY: English Subject Words 

- Below are some words that you might need to use in your English work. 

- Look up each word in a dictionary to check its precise meaning. 

- Write a sentence for each word. 

- Try to use each word at least once in discussion or in writing in English this year. 

There are some clues about how you might use them. 

exclamation: a type of sentence 

expression: you need to think about this in your writing  

figurative: a way of writing that adds interest  

genre: you need to be able to define different types of text  

grammar: you need to learn about this  

imagery: a way of making writing interesting  

metaphor: a poetic and rhetorical device to spot and use  

myth: a key type of story 

narrative: a useful word in responding to reading  

onomatopoeia: a poetic technique to use and spot  

pamphlet: a text type to write and read  

paragraph: a key part of structuring your writing  

personification: a type of metaphor  

playwright: Shakespeare, for instance  
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15) VOCABULARY: English Subject Words 

- Below are some words that you might need to use in your English work. 

- Look up each word in a dictionary to check its precise meaning. 

- Write a sentence for each word. 

- Try to use each word at least once in discussion or in writing in English this year. 

There are some clues about how you might use them. 

plural: you need to get plurals right  

prefix: a part of a word  

preposition: a small but significant word  

resolution: a useful term for responding to reading  

rhyme: you know what this is!  

scene: how plays are made up  

simile: a useful poetic technique  

soliloquy: Shakespeare uses them all the time  

subordinate: a useful word for describing sentences  

suffix: a part of a word 

synonym: words that mean similar things (cry, wail, weep)  

vocabulary: now that’s what I’m talking about!  

vowel: a type of letter 
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16) READING: Read a book! 

 

Not wanting to be too dramatic, but reading is the single most powerful element of literacy! It 

does all sorts of amazing things to your brain (called cross-hemispheric – meaning both sides 

of the brain are engaged!). And let’s not forget, you can make whole universes in your 

imagination – so why not do it as often as possible? 

 

TASK:  

 

This homework is very easy. All you need to do is read the opening chapter of a book you 

have never read before, and write a prediction of what you think might happen. Books 

are available in the library, or you may have some around the house.  

 

EXTENSION: 

 

Read the book and see if your predictions come true. 

 

Here are some suggested writers: 

Frank Cotterell Boyce 

Millions is about a couple of boys who find fortune and have to decide how to spend it in just 

a few days. Great fun 

 

Malorie Blackman 

Malorie Blackman writes stories about interesting and controversial issues. Pig-Heart Boy 

features, as you might have guessed, a boy who has a pig’s heart transplanted into him. 

 

Michael Morpurgo 

Michael Morpurgo writes memorable and unusual books. Why the Whales Came is a classic 

kids’ adventure. 

 

Lemony Snicket 

This American author has a lot of fans for the books that document A Series of Unfortunate 

Events. These are weird, dark, funny books, peopled by strange characters with sinister motives. 

 

Jacqueline Wilson 

A very popular author, especially with girls. Her famous Tracy Beaker books are especially 

well-loved. Double Act is another popular choice. Wilson writes about real issues and deals with 

some strong emotions, so she’s not for everyone, but many young people love her books. 
 
Noel Steatfield 
Ballet Shoes is a classic book, also popular with girls. 
 

Louisa M Alcott 

An old classic American book is Little Women which tells the emotional tale of a group of 

sisters. 

 

Anne Fine 

Anne Fine is a funny, inventive, clever writer. Her book Madame Doubtfire was made into a 

film a few years ago. Flour Babies is about a school project in which children learn about 

what it’s like to have to care for a baby by carrying a bag of flour around. 
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Gillian Cross 

Cross writes varied and interesting books. Her Demon Headmaster books are very popular. 

Wolf is an interesting take on the werewolf legend. 

 

Rosie Rushton 

Rosie Rushton writes funny, lively books about teenage traumas. How Could You Do this to 

Me, Mum? is a typical example - funny, true-to-life. 

 

Michelle Magorian 

Goodnight Mr Tom is an involving, emotional book about a boy who is evacuated to the 

country in the Second World War. 

 

Philip Pullman 

Pullman’s trilogy His Dark Materials features an invented parallel universe, in which people 

have animal spirits as constant companions. Pullman has also written many other books, in 

various genres. 

 

Jonathan Stroud 

Stroud writes fantasy books. His Bartimaeus Trilogy is popular with fans of the genre. They are 

certainly imaginative, lively and clever. 

 

Roald Dahl 

You probably read all his classic books in primary school. But you might not have got round to 

his more grown-up stories. He wrote two volumes of autobiography - Boy and Going Solo - and 

some weird tales with a twist, found in The Collected Short Stories of Roald Dahl. 

 

Terry Pratchett 

Pratchett’s many Discworld books are funny versions of Tolkien and all the sword and sorcery 

stuff. Very popular with boys. 
 
J. K. Rowling 
You’ve probably never heard of her, but there is this writer who has written several books about a 
boy wizard called Harry Potter. Perhaps you’ve been put off by all the hype, the dressing up in 
costumes, and all that fanatic behaviour. But the books are popular for a good reason, so it might 
be time to give them a go if you haven’t yet. The first one’s quite short! 

 

Classics 

Want a challenge? Try some of these famous old books: Robert Louis Stevenson: Treasure 

Island (pirates, a parrot, buried treasure); Kidnapped (an adventure set in the time of the 

Jacobite revolts in Scotland). Charles Dickens: Oliver Twist (an orphan boy falls in with a gang 

of pickpockets in London). Jane Austen: Pride and Prejudice (the Bennett girls go looking for 

the right men to marry in this witty depiction of how people generally behave). 
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17) Grammar, Spelling & Punctuation: Changing Language 

 

Read the section below then answer the questions on the next page. 
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Changing Language 
 

1.  When were the first dictionaries invented? 
 

 
 

2.  What big difference did dictionaries make? 
 

 
 

3.  Make a list of 10 words – 5 which you think are ‘new’ words and 5 that you 
think are very ‘old’ words 

 

 
 

4.  Why are we changing the way we write? 
 

 
 

5.  Are there any words you use which you know your parents didn’t use? 
Make a list of as many as you can. 

 

 
 

6.  Write down three sentences where apostrophes are used. 
For example: 

 
Sarah’s grandma visits her daughter’s house even if it’s raining. 

 

 
 

7.  If you have access to the internet, use Google and research American and 
English spelling. Find as many examples as you can of the differences. 
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18) Grammar, Spelling & Punctuation: Jaberwocky 
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19) Grammar, Spelling & Punctuation: Shaping Sentences 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TASK: Write out 5 more sentences using Sarah as the subject of the sentence. 
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20) Grammar, Spelling & Punctuation: Nouns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TASK: Write out 2 lists of your own – one a list of 5 Proper nouns 
(with capital letters) and the other a list of 5 common nouns. 
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21) Grammar, Spelling & Punctuation: Homophones 

 

 

Homophones are words that sound the same but mean different things.  

For example: Where is Harry? What should Harry wear? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TASK: In your books, create graphic homophones for those listed above. 
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22) Grammar, Spelling & Punctuation: Homophones 

 

YOU NEED TO KNOW … 

 
there = in that place; their = belonging to them; they're = short for 

"they are" 

 
Write out these sentences in your books with the correct homonyms. 

 
a .......... are some ripe ones. Where? Over .......... . 

 
b .......... books were too large for .......... bags. 

 
c .......... aiming to win and ..........fairly confident. 

 
d .......... sure to return to collect .......... luggage. 

 
e .......... hotel is in Margate where .......... are lots of hotels. 

 
f .......... looking for .......... friends up .......... on that mountain. 

 

YOU NEED TO KNOW … 

 
two = 2; too = also / in excess; to = in that direction / used with a verb 

 
Write out these sentences in your books with the correct homonyms. 

 
a .......... heads are better than one but four legs are faster than .......... . 

 
b .......... much of the wrong food will make one .......... fat. 

 
c .......... quote from a famous play: ".......... be or not .......... be." 

 
d .......... men, travelling .......... Birmingham, went .......... far, .......... 

Crewe. 

 
e The train to London arrived at .......... twenty, .......... late .......... make my 

interview. 

 
f The .......... of us were invited .......... the other party .......... but it was all 

.......... much. 
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23) Grammar, Spelling & Punctuation: Homophones 

 

YOU NEED TO KNOW … 

 
were = past tense of are; we're = short for "we are"; where = a "place" 

word 

 

Write out these sentences in your books with the correct homonyms. 

 
a .......... you asleep or .......... you awake when they arrived? 

 
b .......... abroad in June but .......... hoping to back for the wedding. 

 
c The money is not .......... you said it was, so .......... is it? 

 
d .......... you aiming to throw it .......... it landed. 

 
e .......... happy with .......... the trees .......... planted. 

 
f .......... they .......... going last year is .......... .......... going this year. 

 

 

This passage contains 24 errors involving the three sets of homonyms that you have 

studies. Rewrite the passage in your books, underlining each correction you make. 

 

 

 

"We we're travelling too Scotland, the to of us, were their 

where too castles we where planning two visit. Were interested 

in old buildings for there history and there beauty. Edinburgh 

and Stirling where the too castles we we're going too see on 

this journey. It was two far too see the to in one or to days so 

we where planning two stay their for a week because there 

well worth it." 
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24) Grammar, Spelling & Punctuation: Verbs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TASK: Create a table for doing verbs and being verbs, and then put the 
above verbs in the correct list. 
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25) Grammar, Spelling & Punctuation: Adjectives 

 

Adjectives are describing words, such as ‘big’ or ‘small’ – but are not the names of 

people, places and things (they are nouns). Read the following lyrics from the song 

‘Adjectives’ by The Mr T Experience. If you have internet access, it may help you to 

listen to the song online: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ib_qLipylis 

 

Got home from camping last spring, 
Saw people, places, and things. 
We barely had arrived, 
Friends asked us to describe 
The people, places, and every last thing. 
So we unpacked our adjectives. 
I unpacked frustrating first, 
Reached in and found the word worst. 
Then I picked soggy, next I picked foggy, and 
Then I was ready to tell them my tale. 
'Cause I'd unpacked my adjectives. 
Adjectives are words you use to really describe things, 
Handy words to carry around. 
Days are sunny, or they're rainy. 
Boys are dumb, or else they're brainy. 
Adjectives can show you which way. 
Adjectives are often used to help us compare things, 
Say how thin, how fat, how short, how tall. 
Girls who are tall get taller, 
Boys who are small get smaller, 
'til one is the tallest and one is the smallest of all. 
We hiked around without care, 
Then we ran into a bear. 
He was a hairy bear, he was a scary bear, 
We made a hasty retreat from his lair. 
And described him with adjectives. 
Woah boy, that was one big ugly bear. 
Next time you go on a trip, 
Remember this little tip, 
The minute you get back, they'll ask you this and that, 
You can describe people, places and things,  
Simply unpack your adjectives. 
 
Task: List all the adjectives in the lyrics above. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ib_qLipylis
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26) STRUCTURE: Narratives 
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TASK: Use any of the suggested opening styles to start a story... about anything! You 

should aim to write at least 200 words. 

 

If you are stuck for a scenario, write about a girl/boy lost in London – or who has 

slipped into an alternative universe! 
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27) STRUCTURE: Sentences 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TASK: Write 2 of each type of sentence on a subject of your choice: SIMPLE, 

COMPOUND, COMPLEX. 
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28) STRUCTURE: Sentences 

 

Read the definitions of SIMPLE, COMPOUND and COMPLEX sentences to remind 

yourself of what they are. 

 

TASK: Read the following extract, and write out an example of each type of sentence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TASK: Rewrite the following extract using a variety of sentences: 
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29) STRUCTURE: Paragraphing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TASK: Using the guidance above, write two paragraphs for students new to Prince 

Henry’s entitled ‘How To Use Paragraphs’. 
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30) PUNCTUATION: Commas Changing Meanings 

 

 

TASK: Write the following sentences out in your books and add in the missing commas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now check on the following page... 
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Answers: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How has the meaning been changed? 

 

TASK: Choose two of the sentences above and write how a comma has changed the 

meaning of the sentences. 
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31) PUNCTUATION: Speech Marks 

 

 

 

TASK: Write the following sentences out using speech punctuation.  
 

Put other punctuation like ! . ? inside the speech marks. 
 

The first one has been done for you (you still need to write this out). 
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32) PUNCTUATION: Direct Speech 
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33) PUNCTUATION: Run-on Sentences 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These sentences are grammatically correct because they use correct 
connectives, but feel breathless and show a lack of control by the writer. 

Read the following run-on sentence: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TASK: Rewrite the paragraph in your books, using full-stops and removing connective 

words to create sentences. 
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34) PUNCTUATION: Colons 

  
:  

These are the rules for using colons: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TASK: Write out the following in your books with colons in the correct places: 
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35) PUNCTUATION: Semi-Colons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These single sentences can be connected simply by using the semi-colon... 
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These more complicated sentences can be connected simply by using the semi-colon... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TASK: Write out the following, using semi-colons to connect the clauses together – 

remember, they are used to connect clauses that are related in subject or idea.  

You may also need to use a COLON ( : ) to start a list. 

 

 
English is my favourite subject for lots of reasons. The things we 
do are amazing and cool. I really enjoy writing stories because I 

like creating new worlds, new characters and using my 
imagination.  

 
In the lessons we do the following things. Writing, reading, drama 
and speaking and listening. This can be anything from role-play to 

presenting in groups to the whole class. 
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36) PUNCTUATION: Apostrophes 

 

Apostrophes are used when we take letters out of words to shorten 
them.  

 
For example: do not becomes don’t when the o is removed and the words 

put together (contraction). 
 

For example: are not becomes aren’t when the o is removed and the words 
put together (contraction). 

 
 

They are also used to show when something belongs to someone. 
 

For example: Johns PS3 becomes John’s PS3 
 
 

TASK: With these rules in mind, write out the following sentences in your 
books with apostrophes in the correct place: 
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37) PUNCTUATION: Round Up 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using your understanding of punctuation, paragraph variety and sentence 
variety, write at least two paragraphs for or against the following subjects: 

 
 
 

 Chocolate versus chips 
 

 Uniform in schools versus no uniform 
 

 Barbie versus Ken 


